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Yes, madam, says Jane.
Well then, says her mistress, pray do your business, and behave like a servant, as becomes you, or remove, and provide yourself; and when I want a schoolmistress to teach me how to behave in my family, I'll send for you.
Niece. That was right; that was acting like a mistress; pray what said Jane to it ?
Aunt. She was confounded, and struck dumb at first, but her mistress explained it to her afterwards.
Niece. But pray what was she for a servant ?
Aunt. Ol a most extraordinary accomplished slattern, and a surly, heavy, unmannerly creature, that looked always as if she thought herself fitter to be mistress, than her that was so; did everything with reluctance, awkward and disrespectful, and yet wilful, and above being taught, dull to the last degree, but scorned reproof.
Niece. Certainly she had more of the pretence to religion than of the reality; for Christianity teaches us to fill up every relative duty with equal exactness and with a suitable diligence and application.
Aunt. Why, to bring my story to a point, she had the outside of religion only; whether she took it up with a design to deceive, or whether she deceived herself, and fell from what she at first professed, I know not; but she fell quite off from religion itself at last; and adding to that some follies, which I choose to say nothing of, my good neighbour turned her off, and got rid of her.
Niece. There she was cheated in her own way.
Aunt. She was so, and I told her of it; but she answered me with a saying which I have often made use of before, and that with relation to myself; I am never, said she, in so much danger to be cheated, as when people pretend to be religious; for then I think they dare not do such things as I am afraid of.